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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,

. CRIMINAL DIVISION
)
PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS )
Respondent, )
)
\2 ) Case No. 92-CR-27247

)
)

JAMES HARDEN )] Honorable Judge Michelle Simmons,

Petitioners. ) Presiding
)
)
"PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS )
Respondent, )
' )
v ) Case No. 95-CR-23475

)
)

JONATHAN BARR & ROBERT TAYLOR ) Honorable Judge Michelle Simmons,

Petitioners, ) Presiding

)

JOINT PETITION FOR RELIEF FROM JUDGMENT, IMMEDIATE VACATION OF
CONVICTIONS, AND RELEASE OF PETITIONERS ON THEIR OWN
RECOGNIZANCE.

Although charged under two different case numbers, Petitioners James Harden, Robert
Taylor, and Jonathan Barr all stand convicted of various charges, including first degree murder
and aggravated crimjnal sexual assault, relating to the abduction, rape, and murder of 14-year-old
Cateresa Matthews. In addition to the Petitioners, two other teenage defendanfs, Robert Lee
Veal and Shainne Sharp, were convicted of crimes related to Cateresa’s murder., Cateresa, who
went missing on November 19, 1991, was found dead in Dixmoor, Illinois on December 8, 199].
Each of the three petitioners, aged 14-16 when the crime occurred, are all serving prison

sentences of at least eighty years.



Undersigned counsel, including the University of Chicago Exoneration Project for
Petitioner Harden, the Center on Wrongful Convictions of Youth at Northwestern University
School of Law and Jennifer Blagg on behalf of Petitioner Taylor, and the Innocence Project on
behalf of Petitioner Barr, moves this Court to immediately vacate Petitioners’ convictions in light
of newly discovered DNA evidence that proves that the Petitioners are actually innocent of
Cateresa’s rape and murder. Recent DNA testing of semen recovered from a vaginal swab taken
from Cateresa’s body in December 1991 not only excludes each of the Petitioners and their co-
defendants, but it matches the DNA profile of a single perpetrator named Willie B. Randolph.l
In December 1991, Mr. Randolph, bom on July 14, 1958, was a 33-year—old resident of
Dixmoor, with prior convictions for rape, deviate sexual assault, robbery, and armed robbery.
Since December 1991, Mr. Randolph has gone on to commit many other crimes, including
unlawful use of a weapon, two counts of possession of a controlled substance, residential
burglary, and two additional cow;ts of burglary.’ Mr. Randolph is a career criminal who has
spent the entirety of his life in and out of the Illinois Department of Corrections. There is
absolutely no legal or innocent explanation as to how this 33-year—old man’s semen would be
inside the dead body of the 14-year-old victim. There is also absolutely no connection between
Mr. Randolph and any of the Petitioners, who are all 16-18 years younger than him.

The three Petitioners in this case were wrongfully convicted of this brutal sexual assault
and murder committed by Willie Randolph. They have each served nearly two decades in prison
while Mr. Randolph has been on the street committing other violent crimes. In light of the post-

conviction DNA results, as well as other evidence presented in this petition, each of the

! Petitioners have received confirmation of this information from the State's Attorney. The Illinois State Police was
to have issued its final report on its search of the Combined DNA Index System ("CODIS") within two weeks of
Erovidjng initial confirmation, but has yet to do so. No explanation has been provided to Petitioners for the delay.
See Report of Convictions of Willie Randolph, attached as Group Exhibit 1.
3 See Report of Convictions of Willie Randolph, attached as Group Exhibit 2.
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Petitioners is entitled to have their convictions Vécated, pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-1401 (West
2011). Given that each of the Petitioners, just children at the time of the charges, have lost more
than half of their lives in prison for a crime they did not commit, Petitioners request that this
Court vacate the convictions immediately and release the Petitioners on their own recognizance.
BACKGROUND
Investigation and Pre-Trial Proceedings
1. On November 19, 1991, Catercsa Matthews left her great grandmother’s house at 14449
South Vail, Dixmoor, Illin;)is at approximately 4:00 p.m. (R. H. 105.)* Matthews was
not seen again until December 8, 1991, when her body was discqvered on a well-worn
path running along I-57 as it passes through Dixmoor. (R. H. 225, 270.) She had been
shot in the mouth at close range. (R. H. 230.) She was also an obvious victim of sexual
assault, as her body was naked from the waist down. (R. H.230.) A pair of white panties
was found around her right ankle, and her jeans were draped across her chest. (R. H. 230,
249.) Lying on her chest near her white bra was a .25 caliber spent casing. (R. H. 231.)
2. Upon arriving at the scene, evidence technician Sergeant Melvin ID. Trojanowski, a
twentf—ﬁve-year veteran of the Illinois State police, processed the scene. (R. H. 229.)
He noted rigor mortis present in the victim’s body, which remains in the body after death
for about 24-48 hours before disappearing. (R. H. 65; R. B. 720, 744,) He also noted
fresh blood draining from the nose and the mouth of the victim that was neither “dried”
nor “cbagulated.” (R. H. 230; R. B. 742,) There was no evidence of animal bites or that

the body had degraded in any other significant way. (R. H. 65-93.)

* Citations to each of the Harden, Taylor, or Barr trial will be noted as follows: (R.H ) ®RT __)or(RB.
__.) respectively. For convenience, Petitioners will presumptively cite to just the Harden file unless cites to the

other trials are necessary.,
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3. According to photographs taken of the sceﬁe, the body was found out in the open, with no
attempt to conceal it.” The path on the field was sometimes used as a short cut to the
nearby town or Posen, and stray dogs had been seen in the field. (R. B. 410-11.) There is
a direct line of sight from a nearby neighborhood street to where the body was recovered.
(Ex. 4.)

4. Seminal fluid was recovered from the vaginal and rectal swab of the victim, which was
later subjected to DNA testing that excluded all of the Petitioners and their two co-
defendants. (R. B. 683; R. T. 908.)

5. The police made no arrests and seemingly had no leads in this case for over ten months,
until October 20, 1992. On that date, a police report indicates that Keno Barnes, age 15
at the time, allegedly informed the police that Petitioner Barr told him that when he last
saw Cateresa, she was getting in a car occupied by Robert Lee Veal, age 14 at the time,
and Petitioner Taylor.6 In a statement given to counsel for Petitioner Taylor on June 3,
2010, Barnes swore that Petitioner Barr never told him that, and that Barnes never
relayed this fact to the police.’ |

6. On October 29, 1992, Illinois State Police officers, including lead investigator Tasso J.
Kachiroubas, picked up Robert Lee Veal and brought him to the Markham courthouse for
interrogation, (R. H. 276.). After more than five hours in police custody, where Veal was
interrogated outside the presence of his parents or counsel, 15-year-old Veal signed a
handwritien statement prepared by Cook County State’s Attorney Robert J. Milan,
implicating himself, Robert Taylor, Jonathan Barr, James Harden, and Shainne Sharp

(16) in the gang rape and murder of Cateresa Matthews on November 19, 1991, the same

* See Scene Photo, Discovery of Victim’s Body, December 8, 1991, attached as Exhibit 3.
® See Hllinois State Police Investigative Report, October 20, 1992, attached as Exhibit 4.
7 See Statement of Keno Barnes, June 23, 2010, attached as Exhibit 5.
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day she went missing.® In a statement givén to counsels for Petitioner Taylor and Harden
on July 6, 2010, however, Veal recanted this confession in its entirety, claiming that it
was coerced and false. He now denies any guilt or knowledge of what happened to
Cateresa Matthews.’

7. Later in the day on October 29, 1992, 15-year-old Robert Taylor signed a handwritten
statement prepared by Attorney Milan, also outside the presence of his parents or
counsel, implicating himself and the four other teenage defendants in the crime.'® Robert
Taylor has steadfastly maintained, including during his testimony at his pre-trial
suppression hearing (R. T. H72-97), that this statement was coerced and false. He also
denies any guilt or knowledge of what happened to Cateresa Matthews.

8. On October 31, 1992, after more than twenty-one hours in police custody, now 17-year-
old Shainne Sharp signed a handwritten statement prepared by Attorney Milan
implicating himself and the other four teenagers in the crime.'’ According to Veal’s
sworn statement on July 6, 2010, Sharp later admitted to Veal in prison in Joliet that he
knew that “none of them had committed the offense.”!? (Ex. 8.). |

9. On June 9, 1994, the Illinois State Police crime lab identified a single source male DNA
profile from the sperm fraction of the vaginal and rectal swabs of the victim, which, as
indicated above, excluded all five teenagers as the source of the semen. The State
nevertheless moved forward with charges against the three Petitioners, as well as Veal

and Sharp.

¥ See Confession of Robert Lee Veal, October 29, 1992, attached as Exhibit 6.
? See Statement of Robert Lee Veal, July 6, 2010, attached as Exhibit 7.
¥ See Confession of Robert Taylor, October 29, 1992, attached as Exhibit 8.
'! See Confession of Shainne Sharp, October 31, 1992, attached as Exhibit 9.
'? Shainne Sharp is currently in the custody of the Indiana Department of Corrections, and counsel for Petitioners
have been unable to speak with him directly. See http://www.in.gov/apps/indcorrection/ofs/ofs?Iname=Sharp&
fname=Shainne&search1.x=0&search1l.y=0 (last accessed March 24, 2011).
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10. Tn June 1995, in exchange for their testimony against the three Petitioners and the

11.

dismissal of all sexual assault and other charges, Veal and Sharp entered guilty pleas to
first degree murder and were sentenced to twenty years in the Department of Corrections,
the minimum term of imprisonment. This deal allowed each of them to be released from
prison m just over seven years, as opposed to facing potentially far lengthier and
consecutive sentences on all of the charges.

Trials of the Petitioners

The testimony of Veal and Sharp was the only evidence directly connecting Petitioners
Harden and Barr to the sexual assault and murder of Cateresa Matthews. While their
testimony generally implicated all five teenagers in the rape and murder of Cateresa
Matthews, their accounts of the events of the crime starkly contradicted one another in
many irreconcilable ways:

a. How and why did Veal and Sharp join Harden?

Veal testified he was in a candy store when James Harden came in alone, said what's
up, and left. Either an hour (as he said in his confession) or a few minutes (as he
testified at trial) later, Veal got in a car with everyone but Barr. (R. H 145,y Thus,
Veal was the fourth one in the car; Sharp was already in the car when Veal entered.
Sharp testified he was playing basketball when a car pulled up with Harden, Veal,
and Taylor; Harden asked him to shoot dice. (R. H. 310.) Thus, Sharp was the fourth
one in the car; Veal was already in the car when Sharp entered.

b. Who was driving the car?

Veal testified Harden was driving. (R. H. 149.)
Sharp testified Taylor, 14-years-old at the time, was driving. (R. H. 312))

c. How long were they driving before picking up Barr and Cateresa?

Veal testified (at Harden’s trial only) that they drove around for an hour before
picking Barr and Cateresa up. At Taylor and Barr’s trial, Veal testified that he could
not remember how long they drove around. (R. H. 150.)

Sharp testified they picked up Barr and Cateresa “soon” after he got in the car. (R.
H. 316.) ‘



d. What did they do after they drove to the field and who hit Cateresa?

Veal testified that when they got out of the car, Barr hit Cateresa in the face. (R. H.
155)
Sharp testified that they all went to Harden’s basement when they got out of the car,
He also testified that Harder was the one that hit Cateresa in the face. (R. H. 319,
323)

e. Who was initiallv alone with Cateresa?

Veal testified that Cateresa and Harden walked alone for either an hour (Harden’s
trial) or “a minute” (at the Taylor and Barr’s trial only). Harden winked when they
returned. (R. H. 156-57.)

Sharp testified that Cateresa and Barr “hugged on the couch” while the others shot
dice for 40 minutes. They then left the basement and went into some weeds, and the
others followed them out. When Barr came out of the weeds to ask for privacy,
Harden asked Cateresa for sex. (R. H.319-22.)

f. How did Cateresa get to the field in which her body was found, which was located
at least 300 feet from Harden’s house?

Veal testified that they all walked to the field and then Harden threw Cateresa down.
(R. H. 160.)

Sharp testified that after Harden hit Cateresa in the face, she ran and the rest gave
chase until they finally caught her 300 feet away. (R. H. 323)

g Was Cateresa gagged with a scarf or pull string?

Veal testified it was a scarf. (R. H. 161.)
Sharp testified it was a pull string. (R. H. 329.)

h. Who raped Cateresa and in what order?

Veal testified that the order was Harden, Barr, Sharp, Taylor, but his confession says
that the order was Harden, Sharp, Barr, Taylor. (R. H. 162-65))

Sharp testified at Harden’s trial that it was Harden, Sharp, Taylor, Veal (omitting
Barr completely). At Barr and Taylor’s trial, he says the order of the rape was
Harden, Sharp, Taylor, Barr, this time omitting Veal completely. In his confession,
Sharp omits himself and Barr. (R. H. 332-34, 347; R. B. 793; R. T. 1014.)

i. . How did Harden shoot Cateresa?

Veal testified that Harden pulled a gun from his waist and “stood over” Cateresa as
he shot her. (R. H. 166-67.)

Sharp testified at Harden’s trial that Harden started to leave, but he then walked back
and pulled a gun from behind his back. At Barr and Taylor’s trial, he said Harden
stood next to Sharp, near Matthews” feet and pulled the gun, then put his foot on her
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chest, bent down toward her mouth, and shot her. (R. H. 334-37; R. B. 793-94, 875;
R.T. 1014-15)

j. Did anyone take Cateresa’s property?

Veal testified that Barr took a gold ring and Harden took Cateresa’s coat. (R. H. 168-
69.)
Sharp never mentioned anyone taking her ring, coat, or anything else.

k. Did they leave together?

Veal testified that they all got back in the car. (R. H. 169.)

Sharp testified at Harden’s trial that he ran off by himself back to the basketball court
at 2241 West Joliet. At Barr and Taylor’s trial, Sharp said he ran off by himself to his
grandmother’s house. (R. H. 337; R.B. 795; R. T. 1016.)

12. On July 6, 2010, Veal recanted his trial testimony, claiming that it was false and made

13

only to save himself from what his attorney was telling him was a certain lengthy
sentence. (Ex. 7.) Again, Veal asserted that he knew nothing about what happened to

Cateresa Matthews,

. Excepting the testimony of Veal and Sharp, the only additional testimony against

Petitioner Taylor was his own inculpatory statement, three pages in length. (Ex. 8.) As
indicated, Petitioner Taylor steadfastly maintained that this statement was coerced and
false. Taylor’s statement contradicts the accounts of Veal and Sharp in many ways as

well;
a. Taylor’s statement says he was the last one in the car, entering even after Cateresa
and Barr. This is in great conflict with Sharp’s testimony in partlcular who

claims that Taylor was driving,

b. Taylor’s statement says Barr punched Cateresa in the mouth right after leaving the
car, conflicting again with Sharp.

¢. - Taylor’s statement never mentions going to Harden’s house, contradicting Sharp’s
testimony and stateinent.

d. Taylor’s statement says Harden, Barr, and Sharp raped her, omitting himself and
Veal, This contradicts both Veal and Sharp’s testimony.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

All physical evidence presented at trial wés exculpatory. Not only did the DNA results
exclude the defendants, but hairs found at the scene did not match any of the five
defendants. (R. B. 1193-1212; R. T. 1486-1506.) No other physical evidence, including
the recovered bullet from the victim or the shell casing found on the victim, was ever
connected in any way to any of the five defendants.

Moreover, Petitioners Taylor and Barr presented multiple witnesses in their case-in-chicf
indicating that the victim was scen alive in the days after her disappearance — even
though Veal, Sharp, and Taylor’s statements all say that she was already dead. (R. B.
1026-1166; R. T. 1314-1464.)

Petitioners ‘Harden and Barr both had alibis accounting for their whereabouts at the time
of the alleged rape and murder. (R. H. 439-70.)

Despite the exculpatory physical evidence, the alibis of the defendants, the starkly
conflicting statements of Veal and Sharp, and the serious doubts cast on the State’s
theory regarding the time of death both through the physical evidence (rigor mortis and
fresh blood dripping from the victim’s nose and mouth, ainong other things) and
cyewitness accounts, Petitioners Harden, Taylor, and Barr were all convicted and
sentenced to lengthy prison terms, for which they remain incarcerated,

Each of the Peﬁtioners challenged the sufficiency of the evidence against them on direct
appeal, but their convictions were affirmed.

Each of the Petitioners filed unsuccessful collateral petitions claiming their innocence,
includihg Petitioner Taylor and Barr’s previous request for post-conviction DNA testing

and CODIS search.



NEW EVIbENCE
DNA Results

20. After a year-long search for the previously-tested DNA evidence finally proved fruitful,
on October 8, 2010, this Court entered an agreed order allowing post-conviction DNA
testing by Orchid Cellmark pursuant to 725 ILCS 5/116-3, and a subsequent CODIS
search of any eligible profile developed.®

21. On February 28, 2011, Orchid Cellmark issued a report indicating that it developed a full
male, CODIS-eligible profile from the seminal portion of the vaginal extract. This DNA
profile was subsequently run through CODIS. ™

22.In March 2011, the Ilinois State Police reported a “hit” to an offender in the CODIS
database. The semen recovered from the victim in December 1991 matched to a Willie
B. Randolph.

Wiilie B, Randolph

23.In a case that has all the hallmarks of a rape-murder, we now know that the semen
recovered from the vagina of the 14-year-old victim in this case belonged to Willie
Randolph, who was a 33-year-old man at the time Cateresa Matthew’s body was found in
December 1991.

24. In December 1991, Willie Randolph was already a convicted rapist. On May 17, 1977, in
case 755845, Randolph pled guilty to rape, deviate sexual assault, and robbery, receiving
concurrent sentences of 4-8, 4-8, and 2-6 years. According to the factual basis detailed
during the plea hearing, which is part of the court file and is currently available for

viewing at the clerk’s office at 26" and California, Randolph and his older brother,

1 See Agreed Order for Post-Conviction DNA Testing, October 8, 2010, attached as Exhibit 10.
' See Orchid Cellmark, Report of Laboratory Examination, February 28, 2011, attached as Exhibit 11.
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25,

26.

Randy Moore," abducted a woman on the street at 1545 S. Tripp. They demanded her
money, and then took her to an alley where Moore forced the victim to perform oral sex
on him. The two brothers then robbed the victim of approximately $3 and her food
stamps. Subsequently, the two brothers took the victim to a different alley, where
Randolph forced her to perform oral sex and intercourse. After this rape, Moore forced
the victim to have sexual intercourse. During the assault, Randolph told the victim he
had a gun while Moore claimed to have a knife, although neither brandished weapons.
Shortly after Randolph completed his sentence, he committed another violent offense.
On July 1, 1981, Randolph was arrested for armed robbery, in whgt became case number
81C05231." He was convicted and sentenced to twenty years in prison, likely serving
approximately ten.

Just four months after 33-year-old Randolph left his semen in Cateresa Matthews, he was
arrested for possession of a controlled substance, in what became case number
92CR16918. In the court file for that case, which also is currently available at the clerk’s
office at 26™ and California, Randolph’s listed address at the time was 1809 W, 142
Street, Dixmoor, Illinois. This address is approximately one mile both from where
Matthews’ body was discovered and from her great-grandmother’s house, where she was
last seen. According to the court file, Randolph, whose listed alias was Bernard Smith,
was wandering through the street disrupting traffic at 14216 Wood Street in Dixmoor,

about a block from his home, when he was stopped by the police. A subsequent search

1% Randy Moore, whose aliases include Jeffrey Moore and Charles Wilson, is a habitual violent criminal. He is
currently serving life in prison without the opportunity for parole in the Illinois Department of Corrections for his
commission of an armed robbery. He has previous convictions for armed violence and armed robbery, as well as the
convictions with his brother for the rape, deviate sexual assault, and robbery on South Tripp.

' Counsel for Petitioner Taylor has ordered this file from the Circuit Court clerk at Markham, but it is not yet
available.
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found crack cocaine. Randolph pled guilty to this offense and received a sentence of two
years in prison.

27. Around this same time period, Randolph was also arrested for unlawful use of a weapon
for poSsessing a firearm. In what became case number 92(3660740,17 Randolph was
convicted of this offense and received a sentence of four years in prison.

28, After Randolph finished serving these sentences, and while charges were pending against
the five teenagers in the instant case, it appears that Randolph moved to Ohio.!® He
eventually returned, however, to wreak more havoc on the community. In July 2001, he
was convicted of possession of a controlled substance under case number 01CR19275
and sentenced to one year in prison. In this court file, Randolph has a new alias: Willie
Smith. Shortly thereafter, under case number 02CR05236, Randolph was convicted of
residential burglary for an incident on January 19, 2002 and was sentenced to four-and-a-
half years in prison. He had yet another alias in this case: Larry Washington, And
finally, in case number 05CR15952, Randolph was convicted of burglary and sentenced
to eight years in the Department of Corrections.'” Randolph is now Back on the streets,
apparently living at 225 South Hoyne, Apartment 103, in Chicago.

29. Despite diligent investigation, Counsel for Petitioners have been unable to detect any
connection whatsoever between any of the five defendants in this case and Willie
Randolph, who was twice their age. Petitioners themselves would swear they have never
heard of him. Randolph is unmentioned in any police reports or court transcripts related

to this case.

"7 Counsel for Petitioner Taylor has also ordered this file from the Circuit Court clerk at Markham, but it is not yet
available. Rond, el o
¥ See Exhibit 12, Ié:)_téggexis People Finder Report on Willie?iﬂg. Thereisa Williem, with a birthday
very close to Mr. Fém "s, who has a criminal record of arrests in Ohio, but as of the fili f this Petition the
undersigned were unable to confirm whether this criminal history belonged to the Willie % at issue here.
" Information about all of these cases is available in the court file, which is currently at the clerk’s office at 26 and
California.
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30.

31.

32.

33.

In sum, what we now know, and what waé not known at the time of Petitioners’ trials, is
that the semen of a 33-year-old convicted rapist and career violent criminal was left in the
body of the 14-year-old victim. We also know that while the charges were pending
against these five teenagers, who all had no violent criminal history, Mr. Randolph left
the state. Further, we know that within months of Cateresa’s murder, Mr. Randolph, a
convicted felon, had a gun.
Other New Evidence
In addition to this extraordinary new DNA evidence, the original evidence supporting the
State’s case has unraveled. As indicated above, Robert Lee Veal, one of the State’s star
witnesses at trial, has recanted his testimony in its entirety. (Ex. 8.) He did so, moreover,
well before the new DNA results were known. Further, Veal has sworn that Sharp, the
State’s other star witness, disavowed his testimony when they ran into each other in the
Illinois Department of Corrections. (Ex. 8.)
Even the basis for the police suspecting some of these boys, and the reason that they
interrogated Robert Veal and Robert Taylor in the first place, has unraveled. Police
reported that Keno Barnes led the police to question Taylor and Veal because Barnes
stated that Barr said that he saw Cateresa get into a car occupied by Veal and Taylor
before she went missing. EEX. 5.) Barnes now says that he never reported this statement
to the police, nor did he ever hear Barr make this statement. (Ex. 6.)

LEGAL STANDARD
Section 2-1401(c) of the Code of Civil Procedure provides that a Petitioner may seek
relief from judgment on the basis exculpatory DNA results obtained pursuant to section
116-3 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. A 2-1401 petitioner is entitled to have his

conviction vacated if, by the preponderance of the evidence, the new evidence was not
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34,

35.

36.

known to the petitioner at the time of ﬁial, could not have been discovered by the
petitioner with the exercise of reasonable diligence, and would probably change the result
if a new trial is granted. People v. Waters, 328 Ill. App. 3d 117, 127 (1% Dist. 2002).
TIMELINESS OF CLAIM

The Petitioners have exerc;sed due diligence in bringing this petition to this Court. The
DNA testing technology, namely STR testing and CODIS, was not available at the time
of their trials. The Petitioners secured post-conviction DNA testing of the evidence
pursuant to 725 ILCS 5/116-3 and have filed the instant petition as soon as the
exculpatory evidence was discovered.

THE NEW EVIDENCE EXONERATES THE PETITIONERS
In People v. Dodds, 344 Tll. App. 3d 513, 519 (1™ Dist. 2003), the appellate court ruled
that the 2-1401 petitioner was entitled to relief where the DNA results on blood on the
defendant’s sweater merely excluded the victim as the source of the blood, results the
court described as somewhere in-between truly exculpatory and inculpatory. In Waters,
328 TIl. App. 3d at 128-29, the DNA results merely excluding the defendant as the source
of the urine found on the victim entitled the petitioner to a new trial.
In contrast to the DNA exclusions in Dodds and Waters, here we have far more: DNA
results from semen recovered from the 14-year-old victim not only exclude the
Petitioners but point to the actual perpetrator. To be sure, Willie Randolph — the 33-
year-old career violent criminal who ejaculated in the 14-year-old victim found unclothed
just a mile from where Randolph lived — has absolutely no connection to the five
teenagers, aged 14-16, who were charged and convicted in this case. Indeed, Randolph is

unmentioned in any of the police reports, statements, or testimony at trial,
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37.

The New Evidence Casts Overwhelming Doubt About the Reliability of the State’s
Evidence Against the Petitioners.

The only evidence against any of the Petitioners comes from confessions induced by
police interrogation and subsequent testimony pursuant to plea bargains. Prior to this
new evidence, there was already significant doubt about the reliability of this evidence.
First, the statements of Veal and Sharp parted ways in many significant ways, as
highlighted in paragraph 11 of this motion. Additionally, the exculpatory DNA and hair
evidence, excluding each of the five defendants as the source, cast very serious doubt on
the evidence implicating these teenagers. Further, the condition and location of the body
when discovered on December 8, 1991, as well as eyewitness accounts, make it hard to
fathom that the victim was killed in that same spot nineteen days earlier on November 19,
1991, as claimed in the confessions:

a. There was no evidence of bug or animal bites found on the victim, or any other
degradation of the body, which seems highly implausible if the body were there
“for nineteen days and, as proven at trial, stray dogs roamed the area and
temperatures reached into the 50s and 60s during that time period. (R. B. 411; R,
H. 79-81.) ‘

b. The body was discovered in plain view on a well-worn path, and photographs
demonstrate that there is an unobstructed view of the body from a nearby
neighborhood street. (Ex. 4.) The path is used by teenagers as a short cut to
Franks® pizza, to go to the nearby town of Posen, or just for walking among
friends. (R. B. 410.)

¢. Rigor mortis, which disappears 24-48 hours after death, was noted present in the
body when processed by evidence technician Sergeant Melvin D. Trojanowski, a
police officer with twenty-five years experience. This officer also testified that
there was blood draining from her nose and mouth that was neither dried nor
coagulated. (R. H. 65, 230; R. B. 720, 742-44))

d. Multiple witnesses testified to seeing Cateresa Matthews, and even conversing

with her, after she went missing and after the confessions claim she was already
.dead. (R. B. 1026-1166; R. T. 1314-1464.)
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38.

39.

40.

The new DNA “hit” to Randolph now plainly demonstrates the Petitioner’s innocence.
Although DNA now provés that Randolph raped Matthews, he is unmentioned in the
confessions or the testimony at trial. There is absolutely no known connection between
any of the five defendants, aged 14-16 at the time, and this 33-year-old man.

The other new evidence properly before this Court, namely the recantation of Veal, only
further demonstrates the unreliability of the State’s evidence in this case. See People v.
Cheeks, 318 111. App. 3d 919, 921 (3d Dist. 2001) (“Section 2-1401 of the Code provides
a means of obtaining relief from judgments that are based on false testimony [internal
citation omitted] without proof that the State knowingly used the testimony.”).
People v. Brown, 169 Ill. ‘2d 94, 107-08 (1995) (noting that a petitioner may pursuc a
claim that his conviction was based on false testimony via 2-1401).

The Fact That There Are Multiple “Confessions” In This Case Does Not Mean the
Extremely Probative New DNA Evidence Should Be Disregarded.

False confessions — even multiple ones in the same case — and false guilty pleas are not
uncommon in the annals of wrongful convictions. As of today’s date, there have been
267 post-conviction DNA exonerations — almost all of which were rape or murder
convictions — and false confessions were involved in 25% of those cases.?’ Exonerees
who were accused as teenagers, moreover, are almost twice as likely to falsely confess as
accused adults.?! Through a process called contamination — which occurs when
interrogators inadvertently reveal specific facts of a crime either before or during an

interrogation —false confessions often can be surprisingly rich in accurate detail, %

% See http://www.innocenceproject.org/understand/False-Confessions.php (last accessed March 22, 201 [}

! Joshua A. Tepfer, Laura H. Nirider, & Lynda Tricarico, Arresting Development: Convictions of Innocent Youth,
62 Rutgers L. Rev. 887 (2010} (comparing 103 wrongful convictions of accused teenagers and children against a
dataset of 214 accused adult DNA exonerees and finding that 31.1% of the youth falsely confessed whereas 17.8%
of the adults did so).

# Brandon Garrett, The Substance of False Confessions, 62 Stan. L. Rev, 1051, 1054 (2010).
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41. Multiple convictions o.f innocent defendaﬁts in the same case are, unfortunately, neither
unprecedented nor unusual in the context of wrongful convictions. This is especially so
in cases where the accused are teenagers and confessions are involved.? New York’s
Central Park Jogger case is perhaps the most infamous example: there, five teenagers,
aged 14-16, all confessed ;1uring police interrogation to the rape and brutal assault of a
young woman in 1989. They were all convicted, but the convictions were overturned
fourteen years later when DNA testing proved that the act was committed by a single
serial offender.”® Indeed, the DNA results in the Central Park Jogger Case, which
practically mirror the results in this case, plainly demonstrate why relief must be
immediately granted here.

42. Multiple wrongful convictions in the same case have previously happened here in Cook
County, including the wrongful convictions of four teenagers in the Lori Roscetti rape
and murder. In that case, two of the teenagers falsely confessed, one of whom —
Marcellius Bradford — also pled guilty. Of the first 250 DNA exonerees, sixteen pled
guilty.”

43.In a tragic twist of irony, the confessions in this case, which the new DNA evidence
clearly establishes are false, bear many of the hallmarks of false confessions that former
Cook County Assistant State’s Aftorney Robert J. Milan — the same prosecutor who
wrote out the confessions in this case — has identified as problematic in an article he

published:*

¥ Arresting Development, 62 Rutgers L. Rev. 887 (noting twelve examples where one youth was wrongfully
convicted along with other defendants, usually other accused youth).
* Chris Smith, Central Park Revisited, N.Y. Mag., http://nymag.comInymetro/news/crimelaw/features/n7836 (last
visited March 22 2011).
** Brandon Garrett, Convicting the Innocent; Where Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong, (Harvard Univ. Press 201 1.
% See Robert J. Milan, Preventing and Addressing Wrongful Convictions, Prac. Prosecutor, 2005, at 35, 36, attached
as Exhibit 13.
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a. First, Milan notes that research supports that confessions from juveniles should be
given closer scrutiny. Here, the three confessions taken in this case were taken
from two teenagers aged fifteen at the time of the confession (Taylor and Veal)
and one teenager aged seventeen at the time of the confession (Sharp).

b. Second, Milan suggests that if the criminal history of the suspect does not suggest
‘violence, there could be a problem. None of the five teenage defendants charged
with this crime had a violent criminal past that suggested that they would be
inclined to gang rape a peer and then shoot her in the mouth.

¢. 'Third, Milan notes that there should be careful scrutiny when the co-defendants
have no known connection. Veal’s affidavit states that he and Taylor were from
Harvey and did not get along with Harden, Barr, and Sharp, who were from
Dixmoor. Sharp testified that he knew Taylor only by sight and did not know
Veal at all,

d. Fourth, Milan questions the reliability of confessions that are uncorroborated or

| are inconsistent with physical evidence. In this case, all the physical evidence at

‘trial (and, of course, the new evidence discussed in this motion), including the

male seminal DNA profile and unknown hair recovered from the victim, exclude

the defendants. Eyewitness accounts and the location, discovery, and condition

| of the body all also cast significant doubt on the date of death as reported in the
confessions.

44. Finally, while the confessions in this case are rich in detail, it is impossible to assess from

whom this detail arose, given that the interrogations and confessions were not

electronically recorded. We do know, however, that the confessions in this case were

given eleven months after Cateresa’s body was found, meaning that the police were
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45.

46.

47.

already aware of many of the facts recorded in the confessions, including: (1) the date
Cateresa went missing; (2)-the description of the clothing she was wearing when she was
found; and (3) the cause of death being a gunshot wound to the mouth at close range.
Without an electronic recording, it is impossible to assess whether Veal, Taylor, or Sharp
provided these details on their own or whether they were provided as a result of a
contamination process, such as leading questions from the police or neighborhood gossip.
And again, it is plainly apparent that the confessions themselves, when compared against
each other, contain glaring inconsistencies, as documented in paragraphs 11 and 13 of
this petition.
Given the extraordinary new exculpatory evidence directly connecting this crime to
Willie Randolph, the only reasonable conclusion in this case is that the confessions of
Veal, Sharp, and Tayler, and the subsequent testimony of Veal and Sharp, were coerced
and false.

CONCLUSION
Almost twenty years after the tragic murder of 14-year-old Catefesa Matthews, a separate
tragedy has revealed itself: five innocent teenagers were wrongfully convicted and
sentenced for her rape and murder, while the true perpetrator went free and continued to
commit violent crimes on the community. Three of those wrongfully convicted continue
to remain incarcerated unjustly.
The DNA “hit” to Randolph is not merely exculpatory; it completely exonerates the three
Petitioners. Randolph can and should be taken into custody before he commits another
violent crime. Regardless of Randolph’s fate, however, the Petitioners must have their

convictions immediately vacated and be released on their own recognizance while the
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State re-investigates the murder of Cateresa Matthews and the tragic miscarriages of

justice that followed.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners jointly request that this Honorable Court immediately vacate

their convictions and order the release of the Petitioners on their own recognizance.

Jot Tt
J (ééhua A. Tofffer
Laura Nirider
Steven A, Drizin
Co-Counsel for Robert Taylor
Center on Wrongful Convictions of Youth
Northwestern University School of Law
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Group Exhibit 1

Group Exhibit 2

Exhibit 3
Exhibit 4
Exhibit 5
Exhibit 6
Exhibit 7
Exhibit 8
Exhibit 9
Exhibit 10

Exhibit 11

Exhibit 12

Exhibit 13

List of Exhibits

Report of Convictions of Willie Randolph, Cook County Case
No. 75845 (Rape, Deviate Sexual Assault, Robbery, Armed
Robbery)

Report of Convictions of Willie Randolph, Cook County Case
Nos. 81 C 5231, 92 C 660740-01, 92 CR 16918-01,
01 CR 19275-01, 02 CR 5236-01, 05 CR 15952-02, 05 CR

Scene Photo, Discovery of Victim's Body, December 8, 1991
Illinois State Police Investigative Report, October 20, 1992
Statement of Keno Barnes, June 23, 2010

Confession of Robert Lee Veal, October 29, 1992

Statement of Robert Lee Veal, July 6, 2010 |

Confession of Robert Taylor, October 29, 1992

Confession of Shainne Sharp, October 31, 1992

Agreed Order for Post-Conviction DNA Testing, October 8, 2010

Orchid Cellmark, Report of Laboratory Examination,
February 28, 2011

LexisNexis People Finder Report on Willie Johnson.

Robert J. Milan, Preventing and Addressing Wrongful Convictions,
Prac. Prosecutor, 2005, at 35, 36.
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FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY
Dapartment of Corrections Record

Source Information Current Charge or Offense Information
Admissions 09/20/2010 Number of i
Information Counts/Crimes:
Current : .
Through: Offense RAPE
i Charged:
File Last 10/22/2010 ‘
Updated: Sentence Information
Current Date: 03/11/2011 Sentence 8 YEAR(S)
Sourcet DEPARTMENT OF Length:
CO
RRECTIONS, IL Incarceration Information
Offender ti
nformation Inmate Status:PAROLE

g;f;g?ar RANDOLPH WILLIE Institution:  DANVILLE ; PAROLE

: ) - DISTRICTS
Date of Birth: QF/1471958, Admission  }2/26/2006.
Gender: MALE Date:
Race: ' BLACK Release Information

BEROWN Projected/ProvislayP010

Eye Color:
Release Date:

Hair Color: BLACK
Paroie Information

Height: 5 FT.5 IN,
Parole Release 12/10/2008
Welght: 165 LBS. Date:
Scars and TAT R ARM The preceding record Is for Informational
Tattoos: TAT L. ARM purposes only and Is not the officlal record.
HEART, CWB This information Is not warranted for accuracy
$ or completeness, For copies of the official
_ record (of convictlon or Incarceration), contact
Arrest Information - the agency or court.
Date of Arrest: 08/12/ This Information Is not to be used for any
o8 Ll purpose regulated by the fair credit reporting
Court & Case Information act Including employment screening or In
’ violation of any local ar state law.
Court County: COO
¥ K _ Order Documents

Case Number: '755845.
Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR

(1-877-362-7387) for on-slte manual retrieval
of documents related to this or other matters.

Additional charges apply.
| END EXHIBIT

\

1
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FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY
Department of Corrections Record

Source Information Current Charge or Offense Information

Admissions 09/20/2010 Number of 1
Information Counts/Crimes:
Current ;
Through: Offense DEVIATE SEXUAL ASSAULT !
Charged: !
File Last 16/22/2010
Updated: : Sentence Information
Current Date: 03/11/2011 Sentence 8 YEAR(S)
Source: DEPARTMENT OF Length:
CORRECTION.S' = Incarceration Information
Offand i :
er Information Inmate Status:PAROLE
NHender RANDOLPH WILLIE Institution:  DANVILLE : PAROLE
ame: X " DISTRICTS
Date of Birth: 07/14/1958 Admission 12/26/2006
Gender: MALE Date:

Race: BLACK Release Information
Projected/Provisiaiy 2010

Eye Color: BROWN
Release Date:

Hair Color: BLACK
Parole Information

Helght: 5FT.5IN.

Parole Release 12/10/2008
Weight: 165 LBS, Date:
Scars and TAT R ARM The preceding record is for informational
Tattoas: TAT L ARM purposes only and is not the official record.

HEART, CWB This Information Is not warranted for accuracy

or completeness. For coples of the official

record (of conviction or incarceration), contact . .
Arrest Information the agency or court.

This Informatlon Is not to be used for any

purpose reguiated by the fair credlt reporting

Court & Case Information act Including employment screening or In
Violation of any local or state jaw.

Date of Arrest: §a/12/197%

rtC H
Cou ounty: COOK Order Documents

Case Number: 755845 S .

’ Call Wastiaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR.
(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrleval
of documents related to this or other matters,

Additional charges apply.
END OF DOCUMENT
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hitps:/fweb2. westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx Tss=CNT&mE=20,_.

Dapartment of Corrections Record )

Source Information

Admissions 09/20/2010
Information

Current

Through:

File Last 10/22/2010
Updated: .

Current Date: 03/11/2011

Source: DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS, 1L

Offender Information

Oﬂfender RANDOLPH WILLIE
Name:

Date of Birth: 07/14/1958
Gender: MALE
Race: " BLACK

Eye Color; BROWN
Hair Color: BLACK
Height: S FT.5 IN,
Weight: 165 LBS,
Scars and TAT‘R ARM

Tattoos: TAT L ARM
HEART, CWB
$

Arrest Information -
Date of Arrest: 08/12/1975 -
Court & Case Informaticn

Court County: COOK

Case Number: 755845

Current Charge or Offense Information

Number of 1
Counts/Crimes:

Offense ROBBERY
Charged:

Class of CLASS 2 FELONY
Offense:

Sentance Information

Sentence 6 YEAR(S)
Length: ‘

Incarceration Information

Inmate Status:PAROLE

_Institution; DANVILLE ; PAROLE

DISTRICTS

Admission 12/26/2006
Date:

7 Release Informatlion

Projected/ProvidanumP016
Release Date:

Parole Information

Parole Release 12/10/2008
Date:

The preceding record is for informational
purposes only and Is not the official record.
This Informatfon Is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the officlal

~ record (of conviction or Incarceration), contact

the agency or court,

This information Is not to be used for any
purpose regulated by the fair credit reporting
act including employment screening or in
violation of any local or state law.

Order Documents
Cail Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR

(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retreval
of documents reiated to this or other mattars.
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Pepartment of Corrections Record

Source Information

Admissions 09/20/2010
Information

Current

Through:

File Last 10/22/2010
Updated:; -

Current Date: 03/11/2011

Source: DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS, IL

bffen der Information

Offendar RANDOLPH WILLYE
Name:

Date of Birth: 07/14/1958
Gender: MALE
Race: . BLACK

Eye Color; BROWN
Halr Color:  BLACK
Helght: -5 FT.5 IN.
Weight: 165 LBS.
Scars and TAT R ARM

Tattoos: TAT L ARM
HEART, CWB
$

Arrest Information
Date of Arrest: 07/01/1981
Court & Case Information

Court County: COOK
Case Number: 81C05231

Current Charge or Offense Information

Number of 1
Counts/Crimes:

Offense ARMED ROBEERY

Charged: ,

Sentence Information

Sentence 20 YEAR(S)
Length:

Incarceration Informafion

Inmate Status_.'PAROLE

Institution:  DANVILLE : PAROLE
DISTRICTS

Admission 12/26/2006
Patea:

Release Information

Projected/Provisigia20o10
Release Data:

Parole Info;'mation

Parole Release 12/10/2008
Date:

The preceding record is for Informational
purposes only and is not the officlal record.
This informalion Is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the official
record {of conviction or incarceration ), contact
the agency or court,

This information is not to be used for any
purpose regulated by the falr credit reporting
act /ncluding employment screening or in
Violatlon of any local or state law,

Order Docutments

Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR
(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrieval
of documents related to this or other matters.

Addittonal charges apply.
EXHIBIT
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Department of Corrections Record

Source Information
Admissions 09/20/2010
Information
Currant
Through:

File Last
Updated:

10/22£2010

Current Date: 03/24/2011

DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS, IL

Source:

Offender Information

Offender RANDOLPH WILLIE

Name:

Date of Birth: 07/14/1958

Gender: MALE
Race: BLACK
Eye Color: BROWN

Hair Color: BLACK

Height: 5 FT.5 IN.

Weight: 165 LBS. -

Scars and TAT R ARM

Tattoos: TAT L ARM
HEART, CWB
$

Arrest Information
Date of Arrest: 05/22/1992
Court & Case Information

Court County: COOK

Case Number: 92C66074001

Current Charge or Offense Information

Number of 1
Counts/Crimes:

FELON POSS/USE

Offense

Charged: WEAPON/FIREARM
Class of CLASS 3 FELONY
Offense:!

Sentence Information

Sentence 4 YEAR(S)

Length:
Incarceration Information

Inmate Status:PAROLE

Institution: DANVILLE : PAROLE
DISTRICTS

Admission 12/26/2006

Date:

Release Information

Projected/Provi€isnyP010
Release Date:

Parole Information

Parole Release 12/10/2008
Date:

The preceding record is for informational
purposes only and Is not the official record.
This Information is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the official
record {of conviction or incarceration), contact
the agency or court.

This information Is not to be used for any
purpose regufated by the fair credit reporting
act including employment screening or in
violation of any local or state law.

Order Documents
Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR

(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrieval
of documents related to this or other matters.
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https://web2.westlaw.com/result/documenttext.aspx?ss=CNT&mi=2(

Department of Corrections Record

Source Information

Admissions 09/20/2010
Information
Current

Through:

Fila Last
Updated:

1072272010

Current Date; 03/11/2011

DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS, IL

Source:

Offender Information

Offender
Name:

RANDOLPH WILLIE
Date of Birth: 07/44/1958¢«
Gender: MALE

Race: BLACK

Eye Color: BROWN

Hair Color: BLACK

Height: 5 FT.5 IN.

Weight: 165 LBS,

Scars and TAT R ARM

Tattoos: TAT L ARM
HEART, CWB
$

Arrest Information
Date of Arrest: (%/29/1992°
Court & Case Information

Court County: COOK
Case Number: §2CR1691801 -

Current Charge or Offeanse Information

Number of 1
Counts/Crimes:

“Offense £ONT SUBS ACT-UNAUTH
Charged: POSS- -
Class of CLASS 4 FELONY
Offense:

Sentence Information

Sentence 2 YEAR(S)

Length:
Incarceration Information

Inmate Status:PAROLE

DANVILLE : PAROLE
DISTRICTS

Institution:

Admisslon 12/26/2006

Date:
Releasa Information

Projected/Provigidtiy£010
Release Date:

Parole Information

Parole Release 12/10/2008
Date:

The preceding record-Is for informational
purposes only and Is not the official record,
This Information Is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness, For coples of the officlal.
record (of conviction or incarceration), contact
the agency or court.

This Information Is not to be used for any
purposea regulated by the fair credit reporting
act Including employment screening or in
vioiation of any local or state law.,

Order Documents

Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR
(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrieval
of documents related to this or other matters.
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Administrative Office of the Courts Record

Source Information

Filings Current 03/09/2011
Through:
File Last 03/10/2011
Updated:

Current Date: 03/11/2011
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF

THE COURTS - COOK
COUNTY, IL

Source:

Defendant Information

Name! RANDOLPH, WILLIE

Last Known 5330 S, PRAIRE #33

Address: CHICAGO, IL 60615
FBI Number: GF74704N7
State ID OY5541 150

Number;

Date of Birth: 07/14/1858
Génder: MALE
Arrest Information

Pate of Arrest: 07/11/2001

Court & Case Information

Court County: COOK
Cour_l: State: 1IL
Case Number: 2004~ER-ISEPE0Y,

Disposition:  08/23/2001 -

Current Charge or Offense Information

Statute 720-570/402(C)
Violated:

6ffanse POSS AMT CON SUB
Charged: EXCEPT(R)/(D)

Class of FOURTH DEGREE FELONY
Offense:

Offanse DEF SENTENCED ILLINOIS

Disposition: DOC -~ 08/23/2001

Sentence Information

Santence

1 YEARS
Minimum: '

The preceding record Is for informatfonal
purposes only and Is not the officlal record.
This information Is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the offlclal
record (of conviction or Incarceration), contact
the agency or court.

This Information Is not to be used for any
purpose regulated by the fair credit reporting
act including employment screening or In
violation of any local or state law.

'Ordar Documents

Call Westlaw CourtExprass at 1-877-DOC-RETR
(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrlevai
of documents related to this or other matters.
Additional charges apply.

END OF DOCUMENT

(c) 2011 Thomson Reuters. No Claim te Orlg. US Gov. Works,
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Administrative Office of the Courts Record

Source Information

Filings Current 03/09/2011
Through:

File Last
Updated:

03/10/2011

Current Date: 03/11/2011

Source: ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF

THE COURTS - COOK
COUNTY, IL

Defendant Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE

Last Known 5330 S PRAIRIE APT33

Address: CHICAGO, IL 60515
FBI Number: {Q7747594N7>
State ID 015541130,
Number; ’

Date of Birth: 07/14/1958
Gender: MALE

Arrest Information -

Date of Arrest: 1/19/2002 :
Court & Case Information
Court County: COOK

Court State: IL

Case Number: 2002-CR-0523601

Disposition:  12/18/2003

Current Charge or Offense Information

Statute 720-5/19-3

Violated:

Offense RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
Charged:

Class of FIRST DEGREE FELONY
Offense:

Offense CREDIT DEFENDANT FOR

Dispositiont  TIME SERV - 12/18/2003
Sentence Information

Sentence 69 DAYS

" Minimum:

The preceding record is for informational
purposes only and Is not the officlal record,
This information is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness, For coplas of the officlal
record {of conviction or Incarceration), contact
the agency or court.

This information Is not to be used for any
purpose regulated by the fair credit reporting

act Including employment screening or In
violation of any local or state law.

Order Documents

Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR
{1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrleval
of documents related to this or other matters.
Additional charges apply.

END OF DOCUMENT

(<) 2011 Thomson Reuters. No Clalm to Orlg. US Gov, Warks.
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FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY
Department of Corrections Record

Sourcea Information Current Charge or Offense Information
Admissions 09/20/2010 Number of 1
Information Counts/Crimes:
Current
Through: Offense BURGLARY
Charged:
File Last 10/22/2010 .
Updated: - Class of CLASS 2 FELONY
Offense;

Current Date: 03/11/2011
Sentence Information-
Source: BEPARTMENT OF )
CORRECTIONS, IL Sentence 8 YEAR(S)
Length:
Offender Information ,
Incarceration Information

Offender RANDOLPH WILLIE
Name: : Inmate Status:PAROLE
Date of Birth: 07/14/1958 Institution:  DANVILLE : PARCLE
Gender: MALE DISTRICTS

. Admission 12/26/2006
Eye Color: BROWN Release Information
Hair Color: BLACK

Projected/ProvisisiyR010

Height: 5 FT.5 IN, Release Date:
Welght: 165 LBS. Parole Information’
Scars and TAT R ARM Parole Release 12/10/2008
Tattoos: TAT L ARM Date:

HEART, CWB
$ The preceding record is for Informational -
putposes only and Is not the officlal record.
This Information is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the official
record (of conviction or incarceration), contact
the agency or court,

Arrest Information

Date of Arrest: 06/10/2005

Court & Case Informatlon This information Is not to be used for any
. purpose regulated by the falr credit reporting
Court County: COOK act including employment screening or In

faw.
Case Number: 85@R1595p0% violatlon of any local or state law

Order Documents

Call Westlaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR
(1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrieval
of documents related to this or other matters,
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Administrative Office of the Courts Record

Source Information

Fililngs Current 03/09/2011
Throug_h:

File Last
Updated:

03/10/2011

Current Date: 03/11/2011

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF
THE COURTS - COOK
COUNTY, IL

Source!

Defendant Information

Namae: RANDOLPH, WILLIE

Last Known 10047 S. HOXIE

Address: CHICAGO, IL 60617
FBI Number: 0774794N7

State ID 015541130
Number:

Date of Birth: 07/14/1958 °

Gender: MALE

Arrest Information

Date of Arrest: 06/19/2005

Coll.lrt & Casé Information

Court County: COOK

Court State: IL

Case Number: 2005-CR-1595202 "

Disposition: 12/04/2005

Current Charge or Offense Information

Statute 720-5/19-1(a)
Violated:

Offense BURGLARY

Charged:

Class of SECOND DEGREE FELONY
Offense:

Offense DEF SENTENCED ILLINOCIS

Disposition: DOC - 12/04/2006

Sentence Information
8 YEARS

Sentence
Minimum:

The preceding record Is for informational
purposes only and Is not the official record.
This information Is not warranted for accuracy
or completeness. For coples of the officlal
record (of conviction or Incarceration), contact
the agency or court.

This Information is not to be used for any
purpose regulated by the falr credit reporting

act Including employment screening or In
violatlon of any local or state law.

Order Documents
Call Westiaw CourtExpress at 1-877-DOC-RETR
{1-877-362-7387) for on-site manual retrieval

of documents related to this or other matters,
Additional charges apply.

END OF DOCUMENT

{c) 2011 Thomson Reuters, No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works,
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ILLINOIS STATE POLICE
INVESTIGATOR PSRl #2159

SN Ng, Fepoming Date(s): l RepomngAgeq\@;\ ' e > i Z Lead ﬁé:: i
91E7888 October 20, 1992 Insp Davis M7465, S/A KachirBubas #2969
2 Case Agent: Dw: (7 Office: TypeaBy! Date:
CATERESA MATTHEWS . Kachiroubas Zone 04 dp -November 9, 1o

On Octcber 20, 1992 at spproximately 12:00 nocn, Lt. Joseph Falica of the Dixmoor
Police Department contacted Reporting Agent {R/A) Tasso Xachiroubas and advised R/A :
that an individual was at the Dixmoor Police Department who hagd information reference |
the CATERESA MATTHEWS investigation. !

At approximately 3:00 p.m., R/A Kachiroubas, M/Sgt. Jchn Meduga and S/A Willie
Davis arrived at the Dixmoocr Police Department and spoke with Keno- Barnes, M/B, DOB:
04/19/77. Barnes advised R/As that on October 18,1992 at approximately 3:30 P-O.,
while at 147th Street and Winchester, Harvey, Illinois, Johnathan Barr, M/B, DOB:
08/10/77 related the following information.

Barr observed MATTHEWS get in & car which was occupied by ROBERT LEE (ROBERT L.
VEAL, M/B, DoB: _02/22/77) and ROBERT TAYLOR (ROBERT J. TAYLOR, M/B, DOB: 02/08/77) and
some other boys. Barr was not in the car but that is the last Berr ever saw MATTHEWS
again,

Barns further related to R/As that the following individuals were also Present
when Barr made the statement.

1. Vincent Heyward
2. Tiny Hayward
3. - Obda Johnscn

Sseminalion:

EXHIBIT

This dncument contalng neither tecommendations nor conclusions of the IEnois Sunte Police;
il and s conlents are Rol 1o be disseminaied outside your apency.

.493-0117%& *
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IN TIIE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
CRIMINAL DIVISION

ROBERT TAYLOR,

Petitioner, Case No. 95 CR 23475

uvs_

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF

)
)
)
)
)
;
ILLINOIS, )
)

Respondent,
DECLARATION

I, Kea o Races ,D.0O.B, q/lfr {.q-; 1. state the following: -
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I make this statement of my own free will; [ have not been threatened or coerced in any
way. I have not received and have not been offered any compensation for this statement.

I make this statement only becanse I wish the truth to be known,
Initials 4 2 5

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109, the undexsigned
certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and correct, except as fo
matters stated to be on information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned
certifies that he believes the same to be frue.

Signature of Declarant éignature of Witness

—3% = /0 b—2 3= /42

Date : Date
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CCOX COUNTY

CRIMINAL DIVISION
ROBERT TAYLOR, ) ‘
Petitioner, )] Case No. 95 CR 23475
)
~Vs- )
)
)
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF )
ILLINOIS, )
Respondent, )
DECLARATION
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1 make this statement of my own free will; I have not been threatened or coerced in any
way. I have not received and have not been offered any compensation for this statement.
I make this statement only because I wish the truth to be known.

Initials § V/

LT

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109, the undersigned
certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and cotrect, except as to
matters stafed to be on information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned
certifies that he believes the same to be true.

trcreied)

Signature of Declarant Signature of Witness
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,

CRIMINAL DIVISION
)
PEQPLE OF ILLINOIS )
Respondent, )
+, : ' ) ’
v. . - ) Case No. 92-CR-27247
- . _'_‘.‘: g
JAMES HARDEN, ) Honorable Judge Michelle Simumons,
Petitioner. - ) Presiding
)
C )
PEOPLE OF ILLINOIS )
Respondent, )
)
’ v ) Case No. 95-CR-23475
)
)
JONATHAN BARR & ROBERT TAYLOR, ) Honorable Judge Michelle Simmaons,
Petifioners, ) Presiding
)

AGREED ORDER FOR POST-CONVICTION DNA TESTING
PURSUANT TO 725 ILCS 5/116-3.

Presently ‘nefofe this Court is a request for post-conviction DNA testing jointly submitted
by Petitioners James Harden, Jonathan Barr, and Robert Taylor. Although James Harden was
charged undér Case No. 92-CR-27247 and Jonathan Barr and Robert Taylor were joinﬂy chatged
under Case No. 95-CR~23475, all three were convicted of similar crimes relating to the murder
and aggravated sexual assault of victim Cateresa Matthews. Two other teenagers, Robert Lee

Veal and Shainne Sharp, were also convicted of participating in these crimes.

EXHIBIT




The same single-source male DNA profile, using Restriction Fragment Length
Polymorphism (RELP) analysis, was established from seminal fluid separately extracted from a
vaginal and anal swab of the 14-year-old victim. This single-source DNA profile did not match
any of the Petitioners nor did it matc‘h _Rt;l;ert Lee Veal or Shainne Sharp. The evidence of this
exclusion was presented at eac]iofmc three Petitioners’ trials.

The Petitioners, \;fflthb;n' .objection from the State, seek additional post-conviction DNA
analysis and testing bc'gi;ﬁning with testing from extracts from the vaginal and anal swabs in
order to determine wheiher a Short Tandemn Repeat (STR) DNA profile can be established from
any remaigi;ig seminal fluid. The parties agree to enter any suitable STR DNA profile obtained
into Tllinois® DNA database and the FBI’s DNA database (i.¢., the Combined DNA Index System
(COMS)).

This Court, having examined the request, and understanding that none of the parties
ohjects, hereby GRANTS post-conviction DNA testing, subject to the following conditions:

1. The Court GRANTS DNA testing on the following items:
a, Extracts from the vaginal swab of the victim; and
b. Extracts from the anal swab of the victim.
2. Based on all the information received by the parties 1o date, the aforementioned evidence
is currently in the custody of the Dixmoor Police Department.
3. Within seven days of the entry of this Order, a representative from the Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office will go to the Dixmoor Police Department and properly

package the evidence while at Dixmoor to assure that it is not damaged or contaminated

during transit. Once properly packaged, the Cook County State’s Attorney representative




R

will Fed-Ex the items to Orchid Cellmark, 13988 Diplomat Drive, Suite 100, Dallas,
Texas 75234. Shipping costs will be forwarded to and paid by counsel for Petitioners.
. Upon receipt of all the items, Cellmark shall follow éstablished prccédures for processing
evidence in such a way that ;}:ot:l'lr‘:s are suitable for inclusion in CODIS as well as i
imventory, properlyd’o’gp?_fiérft, and photo graph the itéms before testing, Testing shall
proceed as foilovas:-' o
a. CeIImzirk shall test the evidence to determine if there are any interpretable male
DNA profiles. During testing, Cellmark shall consume no more of the 1iem than
* is necessary to obtain a result; if Cellmark determines its testing will consume an
entire sample, Cellmark shall contact Assistant State’s Attomey Mark Ertler, as
well as the attorneys for each of the Petitioners, The contact information for all
attorneys of record is provided below.
b. Each of the following defendants shall provide a reference sample (using buccal
swabs) to a representative from the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office;
i. James Harden, presently mearcerated in the Illinois Deparﬁnent of
Corrections;
ii. Jonathan Barr, presently incarcerated in the Illinois Department of
Corrections;

ili. Robert Taylor, presently incarcerafed in the Illinois Department of

Corrections;




)

v—ReobertFee-Veal-(tastknowi address being 590-Covk Avenue East,
vi. All expenses related to obtaining these buccal swabs shall be forwarded to
and paid by p'et.iﬁc‘).r;ers’ attorneys up front.
¢. Cellmark shall Sllb_]éf.‘rt these reference samples to DNA testing.
i. If‘ theéz; ;roﬁles are excluded from one or more full or partial male DNA
];)roﬁies obtained b'y:CeHmark, the parties will not object to the entry of the
DNA pr‘oﬁle into CODIS.

B d:" Once the testing and databank searches are complete, Cellmark shall publish its
findings in a report which shall be faxed and mailed to the Cook County State’s
Attorney and the attorneys for each of the Petitioners, All parties shall also be
entitled to review any data, graphs, laboratory files, or any other Cellmark work
product, |

e. All extracts, cuttings, and evidence not consumed during testing shall be returned
to the Cook Connty State’s Attorney’s Qffice.

S, The Cook County® State’s Attorney’s Office, in not objecting to this DNA testing, makes
no concessions that the lack of Petitioners” DNA on any of the extracts or the presence of
someone else’s DNA on the extracts would establish any of the Petitioners® actual
innocence or entitle the Petitioners to any other form of relief.

6. This order does not foreclose any of the parties from attempting to seek additional DNA
or forensic testing on other items recovered from the investigation of the sexual assault

and murder of Cateresa Matthews pending the results of this testing.
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7. Petitioners’ attorneys shall pay for all the DNA testing conducted pursuant to this order;

all bills for DNA testing shall be forward to counsel for the petitioners.

ENTERED THIS XJ IQ;Y OF

0 C?‘ég'{éff 2000

Mark Ertler, Assistant State’s Attorney
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office

2650 South California Ayvenue, Room 11039
Chteago, IL. 60608

Phone: (773) 869-5832

Fax: (773) 674-3726

Tara Thompson, Counsel for James Harden
The Exoneration Project

at the University of Chicago Law School
6020 S. University Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637
Phone: (312) 243-5900
Fax: (312) 243-5902

Craig M. Cooley, Counsel for Jonathan Barr
Innocence Project, Inc.

100 Fifth Avenue, 3% Floor

New York, NY 10011

Phone (212) 364-5341

Fax: (212) 364-5361

Joshua A. Tepfer, Co-Counsel for Robert Taylor
Steven A. Drizin

Laura Nirider

Centter on Wrongful Convictions of Youth
Northwestern University School of Law

375 East Chicago Avenue

Chicago, IL 60611

Phone: (312} 503-6298

Fax: (312) 503-8977

Jenmifer Blagg, Co-Counsel for Robert Taylor
1400 W, Devon Ave., Suite 267

Chicago, IL 60660

Phone: (773) 859-0081

Fax: (773) 439-2863

-

! ¥ 4% 2
éon'grable Judge Simmons [ fj«/”'




By - ORCHID

* i L‘ " CELLMARK 13988 Diplomat Drive - Suite 100 - Dalfas, TX 75234 + 214.271.8400 - 1.800.752.2774 - 214.271.8322 fax
Report of Laboratory Examination
February 28, 2011
Craig M. Cooley SUBJECT: Cateresa Matthews
The nnocence Project
100 Fifth Avenue SUSPECTS: Jonathan Barr; James Harden
3rd Floor Robert Taylor
New York, NY 10011
ORCHID CELLMARK NO: FR10-0172
AGENCY CASE NO; 92 CR 27247 & 95 CR
23475
ADD'L AGENCY NO: 1915438
EXHIBITS
Client Itemn OC Ifem Received Item Description Screened PCR
92 CR 27247 & 95 CR  FRI10-0172-01 10/19/2010 DNA Exiract:16-1 F1 (EF-Vaginal) N N
23475
92CR 27247 & 95CR  FRI10-0172-02 1071972010 DMNA Extract:16-1 FI HWM Sample (EF-Vaginal) N N
23475
92 CR 27247 & 95CR  FRI10-0172-03 10/19/2010 DNA Extract:16-1 Fl Crust (EE-Vaginaly N N
23475
92 CR 27247 & 95 CR  FRI10-0172-04 10/19/2010 DNA Bxtract:16-1 F2 Amp Sample (SF-Vaginal) N Y
23475
92CR27247 & 95 CR  FRI0-0172-05 10/19/2010 DNA Extract:}7-1 F1 {EF-Rectal) N N
23475
92CR 27247 & 95 CR  FRI10-0172-06 10/19/2010 DNA Extract;17-1 F1 (EF-Rectal) N N
234775
92 CR 27247 & 95 CR  FRI10-0172-07 10/19/2010 DNA Exiract;SEB F2 (Differential Resgent Blank) N Y
23475
92 CR 27247 & 95CR  FR10-0172.08 10/1942010 DNA Extract:11-1 Matthews N Y
23475
QACR 27247 & 95 CR  FRI0-0172-09 10/19/2010 DNA Extract:SEB (Reference Reagent Blank) N Y
23475
92 CR27247 & 95 CR  NOTEXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mL Microcentyifuge Tube:16-1 F3 (Re-Extracted N N
23475 Substrate)
92CR 27247 & 95 CR  NOT EXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mbL Microcentrifuge Tube:16-1 F3 (Re-Extracted N N
23475 Substrate)
92CR 27247 & 95 CR  NOTBEXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mL Microcentrifuge Tube:17-1 F3 (Re-Extracted N N
23475 Substrate)
S2CR27247 &95CR  NOT EXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mL Microcentrifige Tube:17-1 F3 {(Re-Exiracted N N
23475 Substrate)
92CR27247 & 95 CR  NOT EXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mL Microcentrifuge Tube:25-1 Taylor N N
23475
92 CR 27247 £ 95 CR  NOT EXAMINED 10/19/2010 1.5mL Microcentrifuge Tube:26-1 Sharp N N
23475
92 CR 27247 & 95 CR 23415[ FR10-0172
1.gt3
EXHIBIT

Accredited by the Amencar Sociely of Came Loboretazy Directors / Labarotory Accreditation Board

1




Client Item OC Item Received Item Description Screened PCR

92CR 27247 & 95 CR  NOT EXAMINED 10/19/2010 I.5ml Microcenirifuge Tube:33-1 Harden N N
23475

RESULTS

DNA testing using the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and the AmpEISTR Profiler Plus™ and AmpEISTR
COfiler ™ Amplification Kits was performed on the indicated exhibits. The loci tested and the results
obtained for each tested sample are listed in Table 1 and Table 2 (sce attachments).

Human specific DNA quantitation using the Quantifiler Human kit was performed on the samples listed
below. Human DNA was detected for these samples, PCR testing was not performed on these samples at
this time.

-DNA Extract:16-1 F1 (Epithelial Fraction-Vaginal) (01.01.1)

~-DNA Extract:16-1 F1 HWM Sample {Bpithelial Fraction-Vaginal) (02.01.1)
-DNA Extract:16-1 F1 Crust (Epithelial Fraction-Vaginal) {03.01.1)

~-DNA Extract:17-1 F1 (Epithelial Fraction-Rectal) (05.01.1)

-DNA Extract:17-1 F1 (Epithelial Fraction-Rectal) (06.01.1)

Male specific DNA quantitation using the Quantifiler-Y kit was performed on the samples listed below.
Y-STR testing was not performed on these sampies at this time.

-DNA Extract:16-1 FI (Epithelial Fraction-Vaginal) (01.01,1)

-DNA Extract:16-1 F1 HWM Sample (Epithelial Fraction-Vaginat) (02.01.1)
~DNA Extract:16-1 F1 Crust (Epithelial Fraction-Vaginal) (03.01.1)

-DNA Extract:16-1 F2 Amp Sample (Sperm Fraction-Vaginal) (04.01.1)
-DNA Extract:17-1 F1 (Epithelial Fraction-Rectal) {05.01.1)

-DNA Extract:17-1 F1 (Epithelial Fraction-Rectal) (06.01.1)

-DNA Extract:SEB F2 (Differential Reagent Blank)} (07.01.1)

CONCLUSIONS

FR10-0172-04.01.1

The predominant DNA profile obtained from the DNA extract of *16-1 F2 amp sample" (the sperm fraction
of the vaginal swab sample) originated from an unknown male. No conclusion can be made rcgardmg any
additional types present in this sample.

EFRI10-0172-08.01.1
A partial DNA profile was obtained from the DNA extract of “11-L Matthews” (the blood standard from
Clateresa Matthews).

Febmary 28, 201t 92 CR 27247 & 95 CR 23475] FRI)-0172
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DISPOSITION

In the absence of specific instruction, evidence will be returned to the submitting agency by Federal Expiess
or another appropriate carrier.

REVIEW

The results described in this report have been reviewed by the following individuals:
Technical

smatsst:  Yonufor D i . Reviower bl cwo LI
Jttb{ifer L. Shith/ DNA Analyst 1t Huma Nasir/ Team Leader

Procedures wsed in the analysis uf this cse adhere to the Quality Assuranee Siandards for Forensic DNA Testing Laboratorics. Orehid Cellmark is accredited by the Americun Sociely of
Crime Lahoraiory DireclarsfLabormtory Aceredilation Bourd and Forensic Quality Scrvices-International. The yesults in this repart relale onky to the fens tested

cc: Mark Ertler, AS.A. cc: Tara Thompson
Cook County State's Attorney's Office Exoneration Project
2650 South California Ave. 312 N. May Street
RM. 11C39 Suite 100
Chicago, IL 60608 Chicago, IL 60607

cc: Joshua Tepfer
Center on Wrongful Convictions of Youth

375 East Chicago Ave. .
Chicago, IL 60611 S
Febroay 28, 201 X% 92 CR 27247 & 95 CR 275 FRI0-0172
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Finder Information
Mame: RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 6?)‘29 Wd'é ﬁl_so426 1187 -

SSN: 353—50-}()0()(
Date of Birth: 07/1958

Historical Person Locator
This data Is for Informational purposes only.

Finder Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 7100 S BENNETT AVE APT
CHICAGO, IL 60849-2445
COOK COUNTY

SSN: 353-50-XXXX
Date of Birth: 07/1958

Person Locator 2.
This data is for informational purposes only,

Personal Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE

Address: 11413 DURANT AV
LEVELAND, OH 44108

S8N: 353-50-)00()(

Person Locator 2
This data Is for Informatlonal purposes only.

Personal Information
Name; RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 7109 BENNETT S
CHICAGO, IL 60849

SSN: 353-50-XXXX

Person Locator2
This data Is for informatiénal purposes only.

Personal Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 1809 142ND STW
HARVEY, IL 60426

S5N: 353-50-XXXX

Phone :
This data Is for Informational purposes anly.

Page 2
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Finder Information
Nama: RANDOCLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 1809 W 142ND §
DIXMOOR, IL 60426-1 167
COOK COUNT

$8N: 353-50-XXXX
Date of Birth: 07/1258

Historical Person Locator
This data Is for Informattonal purposes only.

Finder Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 7109 s BENNETT AVE APT
CHICAGO, IL 60649—2445
COOK U

§SN: 353-50-XXXX -
Date of Birth: 07/1958

Person Locator 2-
This data is for informatlonal purposes only,

Personal information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE

Address: 11413 DURANT AV
LEVELAND, OH 44108

SSN: 353-50 -OO(K

Person Locator 2
This data s for informational purposes oniy.

Personal Information
Name: RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

: 7109 BENNETT S
Address: 100 BN aosts

SSN: 353-50-XXXX

Person Locator 2
This data s for informatiénal pirposes only. ™

Personal Information
Name; RANDOLPH, WILLIE B

Address: 1809 142ND STW
HARVEY, IL 60428

S5SN: 353-50-XXXX

Phone :
This data is for Informational purpeses only.

Page 2
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by Robert X, Milan ~ .7 .,
. R e cers i

A Case Siidy. - S
O October 18; 1986, 23-yedr-old medical smdent Lori

. Roseerd teft her school library af ipproximately 1:00 2. after
studying, Al 340 a.m. her hody Wi found neks @ hey 2y on
a ndlyoad access lane on Chicago's near west side, Lort bad
beex beaten to death, - Her ghull
nonteere, hey Ihy were beoken an
hex Body. :

& semen was recavered from

In January of 1987 the investigarion focused oo suspoets
previosly armested for breakiag bibo xailraad boxtars neie the
seene of the Rascetts murder. M, 17 years of nge, who tom-
miwed soone of those burglndel; Wwas questiontd regarding tie
Roscetii murder.” M. oveamally gave 8 conuxt-reporisd. tmbts-
- i irnpHieating 14-year-old, &, Vryearnld L, (C's cousin) and
hyeor-old O, C also gave's comrtraported confession o the
Rosceti murder L znd O did sor pake larrdminating ssare-
mendn, - ©T . )

Jn sern for & )lyesr sentence for Aggravared
Yidnapping, M. testified zgaimst L, Three separae jory wials
were held for the rematning defendanit and all thyes weze con-
<jced of the repe wnd mardzr of Lodi Roscerd, and ail duee -
wace seatenced by niturel ife. : .

During post-canvicton proceedings in 2001, the DA
extracted from the seraen found an Lori's body and clothed
s comprred 1o the foor defondunts, Wo watch was ftond.
While the DNA. testing whs being- pesformed, e Cock
_ County State’s Alnrney's Ofice ronduged an exvensive invéd-
dgntion.Qver 100 people were interviewed and dozens of new
DNA profiles were camparell with thoe from the aime scene
Penple who were ariginally inwrvigwed in 1085 were swabhed,
‘2 were a number of now sipecs, The DNA. profiles were

. enterdd intn the snte axd nadonsl databased, b o mosches
were found.  In December 3001, the proviously canvicted
defendants ware réleased from prison and rhely cases wese dis-
migsed - -

Aernard Rpach contacted the polige and

In Jamvary 2002,
Roach and fiirnd Eddie

informned theos thax his brothey Doans

Hanis told b that they commitied the Roscetd mauedex.

Berpard’s informaton was verified whep the. DNA pmbles
fom Duane Roach and Eddie Haxis matched the semen.

smlns from Lozi's body, When axpseed, Dyane Roach and .
_Eddie Bagis peve - deralled videotsped ronfessions B e’ Ry
"Liffer.they bork pleaded..- -~ =

" - Réscers murder, apd sexyal ashault,
. piilfy tn 75 years in the Tifindis Department of Covrections.
MCDA Afnm;'.ﬂnl;dﬂﬂ;n '

naanfe Lt
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evideace has demom

1

wae cughid by a chunk of .-

*aod the perpetratars. P

e T

| TEEWARNING BIGNS -

T

mated hat gl ednvictiony XA
& Cook Cougsy State'y Attopdey’s Office
has been parSeubicly-dittubed by several high profils edsis”
Forhy yems past whith groved 10 us thar gefendanié ind tiedn
canvicted of crimes they dd Dol comemit, As A vésuly, bur
affice developed 2 training session for our.siorneyy feubixf -
an wrosgh convictions and speaifically falye comfesgions, I
tire sossiohs, we usa videntspes that show accmingly vilunfary -
Zorifiessions, which 1iGrmitcly tamed gt 1o be vptrie. Thejes-
magc one ~ and onc that all proseceoy: should

pafional preblana. Th

gon is 3 draman
arn.,

We have srudied Jocat and natiopal cases and have found
paticmns in thise ases. Based on these patieras, we bave devel-
opbd W&.&Lﬂnﬁﬂ%&m vse in onler o avoid
charging 2 wroag individual with & sedoug ofionse. This arti-
cie is designed v putiine thesc warning signs and pdvise other
prosecutor’s affices how 10 deal with 2 wrongfut canvicion,

- Ny Reinve of thi pexus betveen the aime and airst .

Iryaviahly; investipadans thatlead wo wrongfol conyictons
50 Awry from the very peginning. A debective relies on & con-
Tidential informant who idvanfies an Innpcens puty, A deters
Huwe celies op An anofysous pApne el {dentifying the wivng
party. A well meaniag eyewitoess misidestifies sémconz frém
a mug book, The deteetve facuses on thy, persolt who discov .
exed the bodys Al of THese simatinng aze dasde oxamples of:
how an imestigation san go awry asd Jead o a wyongfol cov-

viction. - L -
" As. progseculprs we youst exnmine snd fest the deus

between the come sad amast, Prior to charging, we should
interview the eyewitness 1 the crime and test the wimerses'
rradibitity snd: akdilry 1o cbserve tic crime, We should go iy
the scenst to deteoming i itnega could kave sem the cime

piists ogecuthrs shonld
%L Imformuany o fdelerraine RS R0

LV

ity and his souree of informatlon. Whatever leg {7373}
e suspest must be examided 2hd wsted by the prosecuior

-prlox fo charging.

. eware of cases whee co-efemdants have no camiec-
patr=, — e e e
ns 3 : )
"o A nommbet of cased in Jllinois mnd naGonwide, prozecys
1073 wers wnable ro link co-defendants rogethes,  Individuals
who had newg mer wete ldendfied from mug books and
chnraed a3 co-defengdznts for errible crimes, Obviously at the
time of tharging no aRempL was made (o \ink these todividu-
als rogethas. Prior toy chalging projerurars pavse da everything
poseitte to commect co-defendans and if you cunnct, you may
have & serious problem witls your ease.

%’.

' pieic ol confesaovsfiow g

v {ti: beiére m”“ﬁ"’”‘" wigld ever oone L
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feis o a Lormitie cn:im: het they did ot enpnmit, Hnwever, it

 timies, s ronfessions AN raken

. thatsome people do.
@mﬂlﬁ% remagﬁﬁdﬁﬁm
. “well pieaning deteoriva chn foe0s A0 Treh 4 person and funng
a tenghy inseregation copfront e persorewith énough infor-
smatlon fhat later, thag individual may give whet eppears ta he
a memlngfl, confeisdon, Prosecuress, shouhd inpervd _

~lesuihe sngggeﬁ,mdcmminm;@mg@;ﬂiqﬂmm_mm suonges ¥Oor
14 reduire Gint the confessibn be_c gosttons 1o pollce.
havg

gon,  Also, prosecutond
Hy co ated prio - ¥ the confession does wat -

nalkr sease in light of the physice) cyidencs and ptherevidence
that you ‘have, you may have a protierm,

N&»« Beware of chreging before nll physieal evidenes Is
ﬂ-'ﬂm._incd‘ ) '!- ’ -
This is easiey said thep done. CYme lobs nee ofoen over-
whelmed with lah xequests, Jeaving prosecutors foresd a make
charging derisinns withowk vim! infarmission. . Uninformed.
_declsinns lead to wronpfil corviskons,  Prosec

colleer 4 mWEE nformation 55 possible yEgarding physical e
denc peior wecharging . :

ewate of wnbroken 2iibis, - :
Trae mot whcommaon for 1 Progecito 1o be confronted with
o sitasing In whick two wimesscs Jdeniify a sospect from 2
Jinewp as a kiliee ‘This sudpsee wils the polies; that st the Hmé
in question he was with his girlidend and his hrother That
girlfsend gnd brother muse be intecviewed and vhay atibi
shoulid be broken priot to chaxging, £ven with nwn "eye-wits

gex ifenyificalion £o5ES.

s become readily appatent Gom the Rostent cage and OT 515ty supervisny duat be

rd

_QQMQE“LEVGW PrOSECUTOX should feel mmj‘pnﬁbﬁ lling )

has cogrerns with & COent of prstease, -
Sugh copcerns should néves be frowned en bRt encouraged..

2. A prosecwors chonld, have some tyne of Yeview
pior to cHAERE, Felany revigw Accomplishes thres poals,
Firsr, it soreend o0¢ pases-thatcafinot be proven beyand 2 Taa-
somhie douhe, Secand, prosecLIOs are ahfe o make solid
to rharping by miakdng SansIRcve- g
e, o Guorough yeview of a case by
proseentor priorto chaxgng will greatly decrease i chahee of
‘a wrronghl convicrio, -

3 W‘”@m
heiy client’s 1nnocence, nmetimes they arnight. If = defense
atinrocy Yaises YEasonabic CONCETN, WE Kave 1 duly to Toinves
-cgpie that case. Ofien dmies we hear prosecuion Fay. “rovelye
vifizens fownd him guilsy beyond & reesonable dovbt; that's
good enongh for el® I there pre leghimate quesiions regard-

e ahoul T ing the case, vhet type of respoase it ipesponsible. Ta 8 gues. ‘

Bomable caps, chnsider 2 matningfl reinvestgation ot
includes reinteruiswing Fveryont. jvolved and I DNA i3
avatiable, vest i, I feusible, Cxgare a poit fhat reinvestigees

ouestiogable cases, a8 we did in Cook County,

4. Provide raining reparting wisidrnihentons, false con-
fessions and wrongful comvictions. Ir is important-that all of
your flony prosecutors A awate of these poscibilivies. By
,using an acrual cast proseCtors £an SO how these mistakes
accut an8 how 1o prevent e in the fulure, Also, wrpe ed '
participate with yoht Iocal palise departments 1o conduct sim-
ifar wabning strsions, e R

. §. Ifyo pocover & wronghll conwigtion, it is your dury 10

convichon taxes that have Zeoured  find out how it hpppened.  The puhlic and judicdary will
arrhss the copniyy were g gasltol mi caling by We demand that such questions be answered.
_meanmng Jmesses TioY (0 Chavging, the prass B

ecutor should sneerview the oimaess and test the wdtnesses’

d  pators to ealyzZea chse,

6. You must awsign opereminded prosecutocs aod investi-
You must have confidenee that the

cedibility and abiliry ta observe. Alro, (e MM\H_____P
] ~people who condnet e reinvestgation Al sedech for the

mp:.mrnuﬁmm  witness! ptory with other avidende
the car, clothes, pns, proceeds, WEAPORS, ol .

\ ;
gy Anatyze the rep theet ;
Ts thix & one-hit Wonder or the Wrong puy?
W feve all seen crses in svbiich an individual ‘with no criminel
backgeound suddenty commits a hooible cime,. It Bappens,
- but it fs wacommon, Puior 10 charging an
serioyg cxime, anatyze his vy sheer” JE, s echminal histery 18
Thcomyparibls with this cime, give the case a ot lesk, In the
Rosenitt cage thiee of the four wrongfully comvicied youoR
e had Btde or no criminad backgroind, Dpans Roach, one
of the xcal kilters, had a stries of convigtons for violent sexis
al asgaules of womin, T

RIS "}?ﬁ}zﬁﬂnoﬂmbp;ﬁﬁqnmé T
T NG CONEIDENCE

individual with 2

- “evidance Wb

hsolute trath and nat attempt to-justiy the origna) conivie-
ﬁ.ﬂn. ' LA . -

7. 1€ you nncoees 3 WD gfis) comvicion, be prepared for
ludictous explanations. In the Roscettd case, some members of
[sy énforcement theorized that the ooginal defendapts aped
amd murdered Lo and latey Haesis and Roagh had sex with -
the body, Remewber thatthe arightal prosecunors ng lrvest
guinrs have 2 VEsted fnirmest in the priginal case.- Pallow the
physical cvidmes and comumon seose and be prepared for
ridicylovs theotics. .

B, Btprépn‘réd forcases in which your final decizion Is not
clearcur, Most eomes don't have THMA. The Rosccid rase
) pr'cvidqﬂ."incﬁuablp-"_cvidencéi‘i&lég we prosecuted the wremg

niiidua)y, . Most of the tise, you wil not hayt histype of

ieh may reqitine You 1o muke the xeally touph call.. > -

e Pragical Lrosseutor, 2005 -

L A
eonfh

IW% ciapts the |
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_,. .' ishmenc will preyear 1hia witneas fiam having any sxpeatatona A fuune fﬂT Pl’ Uﬁewmﬂ ]—Eadeﬂh p

prior 1o the 1dentification proeess. Also consider having ne-

B . doms, Ytis our hope, that thirough shis process we wexe able (o-

poblic copfidrare. 8% . -

- - - CR s o . ..t ~

" e owataw FrowTribunh Eitortal Board L saTase oo Fass
e ﬁ% - . - . .

) A R SV
9. 7¢ you dlsmiss x case based on a.‘:wxﬁn;gﬁh convictien, br ' . . R

prepared 1o addriss a clemency petigda or phrdon mquesr - : : RS

braues the ﬂe.l'e:wewill make suchreduests, -, )

ST (7] Exemtwe Program
Fing wnucssns{ rierto ﬁewmg a lineup ox phnta wrray, that tha

B susptcc may ot be in the lincup or photo anay, Thiz admos-

. gs and photo anays conducted Yy police officers thar don't T
' ow who the spgpect i, This Wit prevear any posyibility or
JOTEE acensation thatan officer improperly affecied che Bnelp, Alsd, - Sﬁiltfmbﬂi’ 39 Uttﬁh Ei' ﬂf, 1005 1

" consiaty Gscumenting veibatim whit the witasss stid when

the wimess ldtnnﬁcd the snspect: . " H}'i’ﬁﬂ BE&U Sﬂllm (BTD[mﬂ - " :

11. Constder videntaping or mﬂioiapi;:gaﬂinmbgaﬁhns i -
of suspects on homiclde ceses. “THis will defirltely decreass ¢ ﬂle Eﬂﬁﬂm‘ﬁ Prdgram Is, tha Coflegn’s premior l

the chianes of false confessions for Jiomicidss and elso protect L course, xclisively daslgned ter tho'lop leadership in

lew epforcement’ fom false acovsations of coeed confes- | ; the prosscutor's office. It i% Jdeal for both the gea-
-sions,

“soned and mesdy ﬂ!ed&d}appuw‘iﬁﬂ pmsamtor, Thls :

. What swe'va dutlined in this ortltde ars sugpestions borne
I -of examining and re-examining the methods -by. which we
; approved and prosecuted cases that led to wrongfal convic-

develon sixategiey thal would bty absist our prostmions, B4
well as yours, 3o the search for muh and justice and the olimi-
mafion of pmsmtndal arrors,  Biposing wid Jearning from,
thesde past yissteps can oaly lead to reatored chrdidence with-
in-the crimina) justice sysiem end wiore 1mppx1znl1y regtored,

.

5 Mnbert J, Milam ks o career
prutecutor who has spent the
Inst 16 (slxzeen) yoars with
fite- Cook Cownty Srale’s
Attorney’s OFEHec, He
worked i way up through
the Felony Trial Division to
Sogeveizor of the Felomy
Yieview Unit. He sexved a8,
= Chief Depaty  Gtale’s
Attnrsey oud was appointed
the Kirsr Apgistame Staw’s
Attorney of Cool: Conpnty in

Apeil, 2003. >
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